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the people should desire anarchy, which, in addition to all the horrors
of civil war, holds the menace of the disintegration of the very
State."
While these two documents, which saw the light of day
simultaneously, arc identical m spirit and general tendency,
they are badly coordinated and vary greatly in scope. The
question arises, why did, His Majesty find it advisable to
issue two statements instead of expressing his will in one
pronouncement? This and a numher of other questions
bearing upon the origin of the manifesto are answered by
the subjoined memorandum on the manifesto of October 17,
1905 [see Chapter IX], written early in January, 1907.
I composed it in order to nail to the barndoor the legend
current among the court circles to the effect that I had
forced the manifesto upon the unwilling monarch. It is
a concise and scrupulously accurate history of the eleven
days which preceded the publication of the manifesto. In
another place I have told how I submitted it to His
Majesty and how meanly he acted in this matter.